March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Johnson 
32 St. Andrews Court 
Kissimmee, FL 32758 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mrs. Andrews: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mrs. A. W. Andrews 
6495 West Shady Side 
Shady Side, MD 20764 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. Felton Lawrence 
Supreme General Assembly 
Fourth Degree 

Knights of St. Peter Claver 
1425 Waco Street 
Houston, TX 77020 
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'Onward is our 
War Cry 



“Trust in God 
Our Pass Word 


1425 WACO STREET 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77020 


OFFICE OF 

FELTON LAWRENCE 
Supreme Navigator Emeritus 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Rand: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. and Mrs. Roger 0. Rand 
Apartment 303 
Route 1, Box 104 
Vernon, VT 05354 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Ms. Craft: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Ms. Aileen L. Stanifer Craft 
Route 3 

Lone Mountain Road 
Tazewell, TN 37879 
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Aileen L. Stanifer Craft 
Claude Craft 
Philip K. Mabe 



Clinch Company 

Route 3, Lone Mountain Road 
Tazewell, Tennessee 37879 
(615) 626-7199 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. Stockert: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr . Gregg Stockert 
2826 Southwest Second 
Portland, OR 97201 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. Hart: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr . Hiram Hart 
3394 Wayne Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10467 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. Archon: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. James J. Ramsey Archon 
Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity 
Shippensburg Chapter 
Cumberland Union Building 
Shippensburg University 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
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Shippensburg Chapter 
C/O CUMBERLAND UNION BUILDING 
SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY 
SHIPPENSBURG. PA. 17257 

March 14, 1987 


Dear Brother Baker, 

The Zeta Delta Chapter of the Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity 
at Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania, wishes to extend 
its congratulations to you upon your appointment as White 
House Chief of Staff. 

We feel that in this time of political turmoil when the 
boundaries of authority have become blurred, that you will 
use your years of leadership in the Republican Party, your 
experience as both a member of the House and the Senate, 
where your record as both the Majority and Minority Leader 
have earned the respect of all, and your years as a member 
of the Brotherhood of Pi Kappa Phi to restore the integrity 
and confidence in the office of Chief of Staff. Your accom- 
plishments merit the respect not only of the Brothers of Pi 
Kappa Phi, but the public as well. 

Once again, the Brothers of the Zeta Delta Chapter 
congratulate you on your appointment, even though it means 
you have declined to run for the Presidency of the United 
States in 1988. 


Fraternally yours, 

The Zeta Delta Chapter 
James J. Ramsey Archon 



March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lanno: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lanno 
1682 Mt. Everest Lane 
Toms River, NJ 08753 
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CIO Asbury Park Press/Saturday, March 7, 1987 



AN OPEN letter to Howard H; 
Baker Jr.: 

Dear Howard, 

Congratulations — or condolences, 
as the case may be. 

The Washington wise guys are 
convinced that your appointment as 
President Reagan’s chief of staff is an 
appropriate burial place both for you 
and for the Reagan presidency, but the 
suspicion in this corner is that if you 
turn your attention immediately to 
the U.S. economy, there could be 
some surprises all around. 

Everybody seems to be giving you 
purely political advice, which is the 
last thing you need. Like Richard 
Nixon in his selection of Gerald Ford, 
Ronald Reagan has turned in time of 
trouble to a veteran legislator univer- 
sally regarded as a nice guy. You don’t 
need me or anyone else to instruct 
you on how to get along with Con- 
gress better than Don Regan, who 
became in Washington a microcosm 
of the arrogance of power — and next 
to whom, Godzilla would now seem 
lovable. 

But those who assume that > you 
will serve merely as an affable care- 
taker for a burned-out President may 
well be underestimating you both. 
Let’s not forget that, in the clearest 
economic confrontation in decades, 
Reagan in 1984 carried 49 states 



against a man who was advocating 
many of the policies that are now 
being urged on you by your pals in the 
capital. 

If you’re going to fool them, and 
respond to the nation beyond the 
Beltway, you’ll have to move rapidly 
on an economic agenda that will get 
the Reagan presidency truly back on 
the track. A few thoughts for starters: 

(1) Taxes. The issue that distin- 
guished Reagan economically was his 
insistence that taxes be reduced. In 
fact, the promise was always greater 
than the performance. After the mas- 
sive, and massively helpful, changes of 
1981, there has been a succession of 
tax increases — disguised by assorted 
euphemisms such as “revenue en- 
hancement,” “loophole closing,” “tax 
reform” and “Robert Dole.” (You 
remember him, surely: he’s the guy 
who can’t stop grinning every time 
he’s reminded that you’re no longer a 
presidential candidate.) 

But the overwhelming fact of the 
1980s was that lowering taxes actually 


did increase investment, promote job 
creation and launch the country on a 
disinflationary expansion that is now 
deep in its fifth year. This confuses 
academics and politicians who have 
taught for generations that Washing- 
ton can spend the people’s money 
better than the people can. 

Some of these discredited theorists 
are now howling for a return to the 
bad medicine they have routinely (and 
disastrously) prescribed in the past. 
Indeed, they suggest that “sensible” 
Howard Baker will support tax in- 
creases in 1987 — “to reduce the 
deficit” (something no modern tax 
increase, in fact, has ever done). Fool 
them, Howard, and help the rest of us: 
instead of “accommodating” the per- 
ennial advocates of further govern- 
ment theft from the wage packet, get 
Ronald Reagan back on the offensive 
on taxes. 

(2) Spending. Here’s the real way 
to fight that deficit. Urge the president 
to follow his own instincts by making 
— for the first time in years — mean- 
ingful proposals to reform Social Secu- 
rity, Medicare and welfare; streamline 
defense, and apply a hatchet to the 
federal bureaucracy. (Where to start? 
How about where the president once 
promised — by eliminating the redun- 
dant departments of energy and edu- 
cation?) 

Those who pooh-pooh such sug- 


gestions as “politically unfeasible” 
have Washington myopia; it was the 
advocacy of such significant change 
that put Reagan in the' White House 
in the first place. Getting back on the 
attack coujd restore his image as a 
man who,, whether or not you always 
agreed with him, was a strong leader 
who knew his own mind. 

(3) Sense of purpose. Reflect the 
president’s own unique skill for being 
genial with adversaries but firm on 
basic policy. The Reagan second term 
was adrift long before the president 
carelessly let underlings embark on a 
loony policy of using American weap- 
ons to bribe the gangsters of Tehran. 
The administration went astray when 
“non-ideological” staffers tried to pre- 
empt Congress in “populist” silliness^ 
about the tax code. 

The political wreckage of this P ol ‘ 
icy of mindless accommodation i? a " 
around us; wouldn’t it be ironic a 
return to Reagan basics on econorr ucs 
turned out, to the consternation of tl) e 
Washington establishment, once more 
to be brilliant politics, too? And, not 
so incidentally, what a legacy that , 
would be for you. 

With unfashionable hope, 

LOUIS RUKEYSER 

□ Louis Rukeyser’s syndicated col- 
umn appears on Saturdays. 



SPL CORPORATION 

Real Estate Investments 


March 9, 1987 


The Honorable Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Senator Baker : 

"Leadership from Respect" is such an apt heading for any 
editorial about you, in the opinion of all of us whose 
admiration for your leadership and integrity has steadily 
increased these last twenty years. 

I treasure the privilege of having met you as your field 
of influence was expanding. I salute your contributions 
to our country. 


Good luck to you 
Sincerely yours. 



Betty By Larkey 


and Joy and God bless. 


/b 


Enclosure 


5851 RIDGE BEND ROAD • MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38119 • TELEPHONE 901-761-9300 



March 25, 1987 


Dear Ms. Larkey: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Ms. Betty B. Larkey 
SPL Corporation 
5851 Ridge Bend Road 
Memphis, TN 38119 
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MEMPHIS, THURSDAY, MARCH * m 


ROUNDTABLE: CENTER STAGE, HOWARD BAKER 


P resident Reagan’s selection of 
forrrer U.S. Sen. Howard- Baker of 
Tennessee as the new White House 
chief of staff won universal praise 
frompoliticians and pundits alike. To- 
day's! Roundtable samples some of 
the comments. 


Joseph C. Harsch,' columnist for 
The. Christian Science Monitor, says 
Baker makes “the next two years 
look much more interesting.” 

David S. Broder, columnist for The 
Washington Post, says Baker em- 
bodies the qualities of a true profes- 


sional politician, who treats his adver- 
saries with respect. 

Dan Thomasson, editor of Scripps 
Howard News Service, says Baker’s 
experience in the Senate and with the 
Watergate Committee are just what 
the President needs now. 


Thelmain man 
in Washington 


By Joseph C. Harsch 


... IF the Iran-contra affair had hap- 
pened in , Britain, for example, there 
would have been a motion of nonconfi- 
dence in the government. That motion 
would have carried. The prime minis- 
ter would then submit his resignation 
to the queen and she would invite 


some other person to form a new gov- 
ernment jthat could obtain the support 
of a majority ip Parliament. 

In its effect that is what has hap- 
pened in Washington. A panel of peo- 
ple trusted by Congress investigated, 
reported and issued a verdict of non- 
confidence in the existing White 
House staff. When President Reagan-; 
invited IJoward Baker to come ‘ to the i 
rescue, hp was picking a man who can * 
command a comfortable working ma- : 
jority infongress. 

To talkabout whether the Reagan ad- 
ministration can regain momentum 
and pursue a useful agenda during the 
next two years is to miss .the central 
meaning: of the affair. The important 
person if Washington today is Howard 
Baker. Hs title is chief of the White 
House sttff, but it would be more accu- 
rate to c$l him the prime minister: He 
can reshape the Cabinet as well as the 
White Hcuse staff. He will tell the Pres- 
ident wfcat policies can command ma- 
jority sipport in Congress. He will 
send to |ongress those policies Con- 
gress wij. accept. He will reject poli- 
cies Congress will not accept. He will 
do all ths through constant consulta- 
tion wittthe leaders on Capitol Hill. 

Howard Baker wanted to run for 
preside® himself. He has given that 
up, at lest for now. He will in fact be 
deputy Resident for the next two 
years, aid he may make the kind of 
record flat will earn him his party’s 
further espect and gratitude. He will 



from respect 


By David S. Broder 


Howard 

Baker 


have a two-year trial run at being the 
real manager of the executive offices 

of the government- . ; , • 

Hehas real opportunities. The first is 
in foreign affairs. On the day after his 
appointment was announced, Mos- 
cow’s Mikhail Gorbachev announced 
that he was ready to go ahead on a sepa- 
rate agreement to remove intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear , weapons from Eu- 
rope over a five-year period. 

The terms of the proposal were large- 
ly worked out last year at Reykjavik. 
The only thing new is that' Gorbachev 
has said he is now willing to uncouple 
it from other areas of arms control and 
let it go forward on its own. 

Here is Baker’s first chance to pick 
up an important foreign policy project 
— also a chance for him-to make the ac- 
quaintance of Gorbachev, and vice 
versa. .. ' 

Americans have more than a new 
chief of staff at the White House. This 
is a new beginning for a hew deputy 
president who is himself of presiden- 
tial dimension and could someday be a 
full president in his own right. The 
next two years look much more inter- 
esting in the wake of his appointment. 

Los AngeJes Times Syndicate 


IF ever proof were needed of that old 
political adage, “What goes around, 
comes around,” last week’s drama in 
Washington supplied it. . , . \ \ 

Howard Baker challenged Ronald 
Reagan for the 1980 Republican presi- 
dential nomination and left the race 
after Reagan won the New Hampshire 
primary. For four years thereafter, he 
served loyally as Reagan’s principal 
legislative lieutenant, using his posi- 
tion as Senate majority leader to carry 
one presidential initiative after an- 
other. 

While Baker did not conceal his per- 
sonal disagreements with some of Rea- 
gan’s budget, defense and social-issue 
positions, he put loyalty to the Presi- 
dent first and managed his conten- 
tious batch of Republican senators in a 
fashion which gave Reagan bedrock 
Senate backing throughout the first 
term. 

As a reward, Baker was treated as 
shabbily at the 1984 Republican Na- 
tional Convention in Dallas as if he 
had been Reagan’s worst critic. The 
small-minded Reagan operatives who 
controlled the convention schedule 
decided that this was their opportunity 
to humiliate Baker, who had an- 
nounced he was leaving the Senate to 
practice law and presumably prepare 
for another presidential bid in 1988. 
They no longer needed him, they fig- 
ured, and they wanted to make it plain 
that they didn’t want him to be Rea- 
gan’s successor. 

Baker arrived in Dallas to learn that 
his convention speech had been sched- 
uled during the portion of the evening 
when the networks would cut away to 
their local affiliates for commercials 
and local news. He told the White 
House aides to take, that schedule and 
stuff it. r 

So they shifted his time. But the same 






ministration can regain momentum 
and punae a useful agenda during the 
next tw< years is to miss the central 
meaning of the affair. The important 
person i; Washington today is Howard 
Baker. I is title is chief of the White 
House Stiff, but it would be more accu- 
rate to c 11 him the prime minister: He 
can reshape the Cabinet as well as the 
White H use staff. He will tell the Pres- 
ident what policies can command ma- 
jority support in Congress. He will 
send to Congress those policies Con- 
gress wit accept. He will reject poli- 
cies Con ress will not accept. He will 
do all th 3 through constant consulta- 
tion witBthe leaders on Capitol Hill. 

Howart Baker wanted to run for 
presiden himself. He has given that 
up, at leiit for now. He will in fact be 
deputy resident for the next two 
years, ai i he may make the kind of 
record t at will earn him his party’s 
further espect and gratitude. He will 


that he was ready to go ahead on a sepa- 
rate agreement to remove intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear weapons from Eu- 
rope over a five-year period. 

The terms of the proposal were large- 
ly worked out last year at Reykjavik. 
The only thing new is that' Gorbachev 
has said he is now willing to uncouple 
it from other areas of arms control and 
let it go forward on its own. 

Here is Baker’s first chance to pick 
up an important foreign policy project 
— also a chance for him to make the ac- 
quaintance of Gorbachev, and vice 
versa. 

Americans have more than a new 
chief of staff at the White House. This 
is a new beginning for a new deputy 
president who is himself of presiden- 
tial dimension and could someday be a 
full president in his own right. The 
next two years look much more inter- 
esting in the wake of his appointment. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate 


A boost to Reagan’s presidency 


ByDan Thomasson 

. . . FE^ men Ronald Reagan could 
have chjsen would have a better 
chance oipulling his presidency from 
the brinfof disaster than Howard Ba- 
ker, whojhas served as both minority 
and majority leader of the Senate, and 
perhaps jven more important in this 
case, as |ce chairman of the Senate 
Watergatf Committee. , . . 

Never throughout the incredibly try- 
ing montls of Watergate was Baker ac- 
cused of ting an apologist for Nixon, a 
trap diffilult to avoid in the politically 
charged jtmosphere. 

This experience leaves him without 
illusion pout the toughness of the 
coming months in an administration 
badly detlitated by scandal. . . . 

One mijht expect Baker to be reason- 
ably toufa with the Central Intelli- 
gence Agncy. During the Watergate 
days, Baktr was not overly awed by the 
CIA and tiere were those in the agency 
who felt e was interested in shifting a 
good deajof blame to the CIA. Baker 
once remarked privately and with typi- 
cal humd that he felt the CIA must 
have sontthing to hide. 

Baker i a tough administrator. He 
took a baiy run Senate minority office 
and madat a strong force that helped 
the Republicans win new respect na- 
tionally fid bring about an ultimate 
GOP majfaty. 

His njpderate political posture 
through he years will make him a 
much tocher target than his prede- 
cessor, Dnald Regan (a man woefully 


untutored in the ways of Washington) 
or former Sen. Paul 'Laxalt, wh6 repor- 
tedly was Reagan’s first choice as chief 
of staff. Baker has entree to all political 
factions. 

“The phone calls will be answered 
and the stroking done and the chits 
called in,” said a veteran Baker 
watcher. 

What he didn’t say was that Baker — 
as probably ho one else — knows 
where the bodies are buried in this 
town. His mother and father were both 
members of Congress and his father- 
in-law was Sen. Everett McKinley Dirk- 
sen (R-Ill.) , one of the champion politi- 
cians of all time. 

Baker himself is personable with a 
boyish affability and a Southern 
charm that hides a strong will and a 
tough, practical approach to problems. 

During his years as a Senate leader, 
Baker helped engineer Reagan’s major 
legislative successes but he had no 
qualms about disagreeing with the 
President and if ever anyone needed 
that kind of feedback how, it is Reagan. 

Baker is far more comfortable deal- 
ing with this kind of problem than he 
would be running for the presidency. 
This is the ground he knows best. . 

THOSE WHO WERE betting it is too 
late for Reagan may have to reassess 
their positions. Ahd those in the White 
House who have been free-wheeling 
under the inexperienced Regan must 
do likewise. 

The fact that Baker accepted the job 
may be the first upturn in Reagan’s for- 
tunes. 


senate oacKing tnrougnout tne nrst 
term. 

As a reward, Baker was treated as 
shabbily at the 1984 Republican Na- 
tional Convention in Dallas as if he 
had been Reagan’s worst critic. The 
small-minded Reagan operatives who 
controlled the convention schedule 
decided that this was their opportunity 
to humiliate Baker, who had an- 
nounced he was leaving the Senate to 
practice law and presumably prepare 
for another presidential bid in 1988. 
They no longer needed him, they fig- 
ured, and they wanted to make it plain 
that they didn’t want him to be Rea- 
gan’s successor. 

Baker arrived in Dallas to learn that 
his convention speech had been sched- 
uled during the portion of the evening 
when the networks would cut away to 
their local affiliates for commercials 
and local news. He told the White 
House aides to take that schedule and 
stuff it. 

So they shifted his time. But the same 
ego-inflated Reagan operatives who 
had ordered the delegates to be in 
their seats, quiet and attentive, while 
such people as Jeane Kirkpatrick and 
Paul Laxalt spoke, conducted ostenta- 
tiously loud conversations in plain 
view of the podium during Baker’s 
speech. The haliwas in uproar. 

I saw Baker the next morning at 
NBC’s Today Show. He was still steam- 
ing. Talking off-camera, I asked, “Sena- 
tor, can you really imagine the people 
in that hall making you their nominee 
in four years?” 

“Either they’ll have to change,” he 
said, “or I will. And I’m too old to 
change.” 

Baker has not changed, but circum- 
stances have. And now the man who 
was scorned has come in to replace 
Donald Regan, the flawed chief of staff 
to whom the President clung long 
after common sense dictated dismissal. 

BAKER WILLINGLY has put aside 
his own presidential ambitions to help 
save this presidency, and — mark my 
words — he will be attacked by the 
same unforgiving ideologs who sought 
to humiliate him in Dallas. 

But he has demonstrated that the 
professional politicians — the men and 
women who respect each other be- 
cause they respect a process of govern- 
ment which is bigger than any person- 
al ambitions, successes or setbacks — 
are the ultimate resource of leadership 
for this nation. 

Those people, unlike the big-busi- 
ness amateurs and the ideologs, treat 
today’s adversaries with respect, be- 
cause they know they may be tomor- 
row’s allies. They know that what goes 
around, comes around. 



ible selection 


Chasten thy son while there is 
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his 


crying. Proverbs 19:18. 


March 25, 1987 


Dear Mr. Wolfe: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 


Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Mr. George Wolfe 
5807 Younce Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71105 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Ms. Mertins: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


Ms. Phyllis Mertins 
Apartment 310 
3564 Douglas Avenue 
Racine, WI 53402 
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March 25, 1987 


Dear Dr. Gutknecht: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 


Sincerely, 


Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Chief of Staff to the President 


David R. Gutknecht, M.D. 
Geisinger Medical Center 
Danville, PA 17822 
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March 2, 1987 


Senator Howard Baker 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Senator Baker: 


I heard on this morning's news that today would be your first as Chief 
of Staff. This morning was also my first work day in a new administrative 
position. I feel that we have something in common, having undertaken new 
responsibilities on the same date. 

Best wishes to you. . • - 


Sincerely, 



David R.'Gutknecht, M.D. 

Director 

Department of General Internal Medicine 
DRG: kbr 

3/3/87 ' 


Geisinger Medical Center 

Danville, Pennsylvania 17822 
1717) 271-6211 


